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Musical analysis: The Mummy Soundtrack by Brian Tyler

In motion graphics, one of the main features is the use of music. For a film to be successful, it has to capture the emotions of the audience. Through music, audiences can be sad, happy, anxious, furious, or even scared. Music gives the audience cues on how to react to a certain scene (Brownrigg 11). Having a film without a soundtrack makes it less effective because the viewers are not in a position to understand the emotions in a certain scene. One of the successful soundtracks is the mummy theme by Brian Tyler. In this horror movie, Brian is able to explore big themes like the mummy, Nick and Ahmanet's themes, among others. Also, there is the use of big orchestra and the ability to explore big thrilling and horrific ideas. Brian portrays an excellent understanding of traditional music as in the context of the storyline. His ideas result in a large choir of mixed voices, large orchestra, and the use of Middle Eastern instruments like sistrum, qanum, double-stringed mizmar Egyptian oboe, and a ney flute (Broxton web).

The soundtrack is developed around two themes, which allows the filmmaker to portray his message clearly. Additionally, this score makes the movie easily understood and come up with informed conclusions. The most notable theme in the film is Ahmanet's theme, which is introduced in the opening cue. Ahmanet's theme is opened by a significant rising five-note element for the whole orchestra. This theme is characterized by happy, sad, terrifying, exotic, and imposing emotions. To present these different emotions, Brian employed different instruments as stated in paragraph one. The flute is used to produce a light and tender tone, which introduces the audience to a tragedy. In addition, there is the use of brass and choir, which symbolize the tremendous power of the monster. At the lower end of the mix, Brian employs the use of trombones to evoke astonishment of the viewers. There is also the use of strings to produce flurries, which evoke anticipation.

As opposed to Ahmanet's theme, Nick's theme uses an eight-note element to evoke an adventurous atmosphere. To make this theme a success, Brian establishes purpose, adventure, and fulfillment as there is transition between life and death. The instruments are plucked gently and accompanied by the presence of woodwinds and choir to produce a mysterious effect. The use of woodwinds, which is underpinned by strings and choir shows how the monsters have been a mystery to society. Their ability to stay hidden is portrayed by the use of music. In this theme, Brian ensures there is melody and heroism. 

Throughout the film, Brian uses a full orchestra to keep the audience entertained and engaged. The resulting music is intelligently interplayed with intense rhythms, musical exhibitions, and different ensembles. In the film, music allows the audience to be engaged and able to understand the main themes. The use of a full orchestra makes the film to change from one emotion to another, enabling viewers to have a full recollection of all adventures and events leading to the story. 
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